Minority adolescent women with sexually transmitted diseases and a history of sexual or physical abuse.
Life history methods were used to obtain a more in-depth understanding of the configuration of psychosocial and situational factors that are associated with high-risk sexual behavior among minority adolescent women with a history of sexual or physical abuse and sexually transmitted disease (STD), to facilitate development of behavioral risk-reduction interventions. Study participants ranged in age from 14 to 18 years; 19 were Mexican American and 11 were African American. Women were recruited from clinics in a metropolitan health district. Various constitutive patterns unfolded during interview analysis including "fearing," "trusting," and "being a woman." The study revealed the perceptions of an extremely high-risk population of adolescent women regarding their STD risk, the context of their sexual relationships, sexual risk behaviors, contraception, and STD prevention, screening, and treatment practices. Intervention strategies based upon these findings are described.